CATECHISM SERIES by unknown
The chapters on the surgery of the sympathetic system wvill fill a w.ant, and ^vill prove very
useful to the progressive suigeon. It is good to see aIn accouInt of the surgical treatment of
nerve injuries, emb)odying the sifted experiences of the Great War.
The chapter on neurological surgery is sound, but might he a little modernized. There is
no mention of such details as evacuating the fluid in the cerebello-pontine angle before
dislodging the lobes to inspect the anterior surface. More space might have been devoted to
the approaches to intracranial tumours, at the expense of the surgery of the vault.
In the section on laryngology the description of 'rrotter's lateral pharyngotomy is welcome,
but the chapter on tonsillectomy is very disappointing. One looked for a detailed description
of the modern operation for the extirpation of the tonsils, aind the technique for their removal
under local anasthetic, to be met with the opinion that local anaesthetic is used on the
Continent and in America, and the operation may be difficult! The method described leaves the
lingual area behind, an(d the illustration serves only to emphasize this defect. No mention is
made of Waugh's technique or of its modifications.
The surgery of the intestinal tract is well done. There is an excellent account of the treat-
ment of hernia: though the subcuticular suture for umbilical hernia in small children has
established its usefulness and deserves to be mentioned.
Injection methods of treatment are given scant attention. There is no mention of the
injection treatment of hwmorrhoids or of anal fissure, and the description of the treatment of
varicose veins is so meagre that it is of little practical use.
On the whole, the book fulfils the aim of the editor, and will prove of value to surgeons
who need a work on standard operations. Criticisms are only made in the hope that the few
deficiencies will be remedied in the next edition, which is sure to be called for.
-G. D. F. McF.
CATECHISM SERIES. IPHYSIOLOGY, Part 1. 1935. Fourth Editiotn. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstotne. S) pp. Is. 6d.
This little booklet contains a remarkable amount of useful information in a very small space.
It deals with the physiology of the muscle and nerve, the circulatory system, the autonomic
nervous system, the blood and reticulo-endothelial systems. Under these headings are collected
in the form of questions anid answers most of the fundamentals of the physiology of these
systems. The student preparing for the second medical examination will find, set out in a very
accessible manner, many of the facts and figures which must be committed to memory, and
can only be obtained at considerable trouble from the larger text-books. This applies especially
to the sections on the heart and blood-vessels.
It can confidently be said that a perusal of this booklet before an examination would be
valuable to refreslh the student's memory in the very limited time at his disposal.
THE CONDUCT1 AND FATE OF THE PERIPHERAL SEGMENT OF A
DIVIDED NERVE IN THE CERVICAL REGION WHEN UNITED BY
SUTURE TO THE CENTRAL SEGMENT OF ANOTHER DIVIDED
NERVE. Bv Sir Charles Ballance. 1934. London Mc: 'facMillan & Co. pp. 45.
Price 7s. 6d.
This publication gives an account of a series of importaint experiments carried out at the
research laboratories of the Royal College of Surgeons (London), with a view to obtaining
information on the results of nerve suture. The author describes first the changes which take
place in the peripheral part of a nerve, after section of the nerve trunk, and then points out
that in suture of divided nerves there is nothing in the nature of a true anastomosis, as the
peripheral part of the nerve does not take any real part in the union. The restoration of
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